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Concordance is a series of sculptural interventions by the artist Maxine Bristow 

that temporarily inhabit various spaces in the Whitworth Art Gallery during the final 

weeks prior to the Gallery’s closure to complete a transformational fifteen million 

pound refurbishment.  Occupying the café/foyer area and parts of the textile 

gallery, the interventions are part of a new body of work by Bristow which marks a 

significant development in her practice.   

 

This new approach involves the creation of a ‘catalogue’ of individual elements or 

‘components’ that can be variously configured (and reconfigured) to form a variety 

of different tableaux.  The point of departure for this catalogue of components are 

the multiple, and complex, material and disciplinary conventions from which textile 

derives its potentially contradictory meanings.  However, far from being bound by 

these conventions the work aims, instead, to maintain a sense of mutability, where 

meaning is not stable but continually in flux.  Here, meaning is produced through 

temporary liaisons across a range of social, historical and cultural contexts.  The 

indeterminate identity of these installations prompts the viewer to ask whether 

these are artworks or part of the miscellany of gallery and café furniture that make 

up this multifunctional space.  
 

The self-consciously formal staging of these scenarios references modernist 

protocols of distance, epitomized within the conventions of museological display 

and the aesthetic artifice of formal autonomy.  However, they also draw on the 

aesthetic staging of everyday mass material objects within interior styling and retail 

display, where objects and materials that are normally caught up in the messy 

business of everyday life - or in the case of retail display have yet to enter into 

circulation - are removed from the business of living and aestheticized through 

formal arrangement. 
 

The productive tension - between the work’s staged formality and enigmatic 

ambiguity and its heightened sensual, material immediacy and symbolic currency 

– seeks to establish a precarious experiential encounter for the viewer. The 

particular affective dimension of such an encounter, which oscillates between an 

affirmative sensuous correspondence and slightly dislocating detached presence, 

is a legacy of Bristow’s previous work and one that she is now exploring through 

the medium of installation.  

 



Maxine Bristow has a history rooted in textiles but has taught within fine art 

programmes for twenty years.  Her teaching, research and practice concerns lie 

with the formal and semantic conventions of textile and the critical debates that 

surround the negotiation of these conventions within the broader realm of 

contemporary visual culture.  Bristow has exhibited nationally and internationally 

and is represented in the permanent collections of the Crafts Council, London, 

Whitworth Art Gallery and Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery.  She was 

selected for the Jerwood Textiles Prize in 2002, and in 2008 was one of the artists 

nominated for the Northern Arts Prize. 
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